
T
oday marks the launch 
of the Business and 
Investment in Qatar 
Forum held in New 
York City. The Forum 

will be inaugurated by H E Sheikh 
Hamad bin Jassem bin Jabor Al 
Thani, the Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister, and consists 
of panels of key business lead-
ers from both Qatar and United 
States. 

To American businesses, Qatar 
provides a welcoming sanctuary 
to embrace their investments. 
Strategically situated in the heart 
of the Arabian Gulf, Qatar is 
advantageously poised as a meet-
ing point between east and west. 
Geographically, Qatar is about the 
size of New York’s nearby neigh-
bour, the state of Connecticut. 
However, its immense natural 
gas reserves – largest unassoci-
ated gas field in the globe - have 
fueled the country’s development 
and put it on the world map.

Through the Forum, Qatari 
decision makers aim to highlight 
the vast investment opportuni-
ties available in Qatar’s invit-
ing business climate. According 
to HE Mohamed Abdullah 
Al-Rumaihi, Assistant Foreign 
Minister for Follow-up Affairs, 
five contracts valued at $5 bn 
are expected to be signed on the 
occasion of the Forum. Adding to 
the anticipation surrounding this 
momentous event, the Forum will 
launch the Golden Pass liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) receiving ter-
minal in Texas, an investment of 
Qatar Petroleum International 
(QPI). 

Aligned with the ambitious 

strategic development goals out-
lined in Qatar’s National Vision 
(QNV) 2030, the Forum’s sessions 
are interdisciplinary. Naturally, 
the country’s mineral wealth 
kicks off the Forum, as natural 
resources are the driving force 
behind the nation’s remarkable 
growth. The panels are followed 
by finance and banking, media, 
infrastructure, healthcare, edu-
cation, and culture, tourism, and 
sports.

Vested partners, Qatar and 
the US enjoy strong ties dem-
onstrated by the vast invest-
ments in energy by American 
powerhouses. According to the 
US State Department, the US 
is Qatar’s largest import part-
ner. Similarly, Qatar represents 
the fourth-largest importer of 
US products and services in the 
region. In fact, US investment in 
Qatar grew by about 15 percent in 
2010, reaching about $3 bn. 

Qatar returns the favour by 
reinvesting on US soil as illus-
trated earlier this week by 
Qatari Diar Real Estate, the 
real estate investment arm of 
Qatar Investment Authority 
(QIA), pumping $700 mn into 
Washington, DC. The devel-
opment comes in the form of  
“CityCenterDC”, a former con-
vention centre in the nation’s 
capital. On a humanitarian front, 
in 2005, Qatar quietly donated 
$100 mn to Americans devas-
tated by the tragic aftermath of 
Hurrican Katrina.

The year 2011 is a defining one 
for Qatar, setting the tone for 
what is to come after epic mile-
stones with plenty of exhilaration 

in store. Approaching 2011, Qatar 
achieved its goal of 77 million 
tonnes per annum (mta) produc-
tion capacity of liquefied natural 
gas (LNG). At the same time that 
festive Qataris were celebrating 
National Day in December, they 
were exchanging congratula-
tory greetings on earning the 
title of the world’s largest LNG 
exporter. Not only that, but the 

exhilaration mounted with the 
remarkable news that the small 
nation defeated its accomplished 
contenders for hosting the World 
Cup. Astonishing the world and 
extending hope to developing 
nations, Qatar earned the privi-
lege of hosting the world’s favorite 
sport. 

Despite the political calami-
ties surrounding the energy-rich 

nation across the Middle East, 
Qatar is forging ahead. Defending 
its stability and promoting its 
growth, Qatar is invigorating 
the domestic market like never 
before. If anything, the Forum 
stands as a sign of Qatar’s resolve 
to maintain the momentum of its 
progress regardless of troubled 
waters in the Gulf. Presenting 
domestic opportunities on a sil-
ver platter at the Forum, Qatar 
is providing American inves-
tors with a safe haven for their 
finances. While Dubai proved to 
be a mirage after announcing its 
bankruptcy not so long ago, Doha 
emerges as a robust alternative.

Economically, Qatar’s economy 
is living up to the promises the 
country has offered investors. 
Predicted to be the second fast-
est growing in the world over 
2011, the country has grasped 
the title for several years con-
secutively. The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and CIA 
World Factbook both rank Qatar 
as home to the highest Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) per 
capita on the globe.

Financially, Moody’s and 
Standard and Poor’s certify Qatar 
with one of the highest sovereign 
credit ratings in the region, mak-
ing it a safe sanctuary for inves-
tors following the global financial 
crisis. International investors 
continue to flock to Qatar’s mar-
ket, encouraged by Transparency 
International’s latest ranking of 
the country as the least corrupt 
not only in the Arabian Gulf 
region but in the Arab world, sur-
passing rankings of the United 
Kingdom and the United States. 

Ever the promising year, 2011 
holds hopeful predictions for the 
country’s overall real GDP is 
projected to grow by almost 20 
percent, amongst the highest in 
the world, mainly driven by vast 
expansion in natural gas pro-
duction and public investment 
expenditures. The IMF provides 
further guarantees on the Qatar’s 
growth, ranking it as the least 
affected in the world from the 
global financial crisis. Over the 
upcoming years, Qatar plans to 
spend about $100 billion on vari-
ous infrastructure and develop-
ment projects. In fact, the state 
recently unleashed the largest 
budget in its history, breaking 
last year’s record, projecting a 
30 percent increase in revenues. 
Boosting market sentiment, the 
government earmarked QR 140 
bn for public expenditures, pre-
sumably ahead of hosting the 
World Cup in 2022.

Through the Forum, Qatar’s 
biggest challenge will be to con-
vince American investors of 
the safety and stability of its 
investment climate in light of 
current turmoil in the region. 
Particularly, Qatar’s heroic ini-
tiatives in Libya, being the first 
Arab country to implement the 
United Nation’s no-fly zone, and 
daringly exporting oil on behalf 
of rebels, has spurred analysts 
concern. This is ample opportu-
nity for the nation to unveil the 
sanctity of its domestic environ-
ment and quell hesitant investors’ 
qualms.
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Inviting US investment in Qatar
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T
he problem with power is that it is like 
a glue that the ruling cannot be coaxed 
out of. That is what we have observed 

in several different countries that are trying 
to get their rulers to budge, pushing and prod-
ding their seats of power to no avail. Without 
heeding the people’s cries, the rulers earnestly 
exclaim that they will not move unless they 
are killed. This is their world; their identity. 
Where would they go without having the last 
word? Don’t you know that the mere fact that 
if someone is a ruler, that in itself is consid-
ered an occupation with the eternal charac-
teristics of an infinitely powerful sultan.

People are paying the invaluable price for 
these revolutions which will only be in vain 
if things return to what they were. That is 
what will happen if another ruler takes over 
and exhibits the same old corrupt habits. The 
only solution is to strictly apply constitutional 
articles as Egypt did in the most elegant and 
beautiful step the country ever carried out. 
Egypt is amending its constitution so that the 
president cannot maintain the presidential 
seat for more than two sessions. However, even 
in spite of that, do you think that there won’t 
be another president who comes along believ-
ing that he is a gift brought down to the people 
from the heavens? You can imagine that such 
a president would undertake constitutional 
amendments all over again in order to main-
tain his position forever, and then hand over 
the reins to his son after he is long gone.

This is what happened before and this is 
what will happen again as long as society is 
founded upon corruption, weak parliaments, 
and a population who is struggling to earn 
a living.

Say what we will about America and the 
West, but their form of democracy, their insti-
tutions, and the growth of their political prin-
ciples are so deeply ingrained that they are 
unable to penetrate their leaders. Regardless 
of how influential, effective, and great their 
leaders are, they are content to stepping down 
from the seat of power and influence to sitting 
on garden chairs in their homes after retire-
ment.  The president is an individual human 
being and not a god. 

Look, for instance, to the case of the 
former Israeli president, who rotted in prison 
after committing the biggest moral scandal. 
Nothing could have saved him from the ver-
dict. Hypothetically, he couldn’t use his con-
nections, offer bribes to the judge, or attempt 
to hide the evidence!  Who is responsible for 
transforming our rulers from hard-working 
human beings to reaching the peak of god-
like power that is void of any mistakes? Their 
wrongdoings do not come to them regardless 
of whether they are in front of their very eyes 
or whispered about behind their backs. Not 
a single person dares to address, question, or 
even comment on them.

Who is responsible for the culture of ven-
eration and praise? Our religion teaches us 
that we are God’s slaves, not his equals, and 
that we are not perfect. Statues of Gaddafi, 
Saddam, Hafez al-Assad, and Mubarak were 
all-consuming in their countries during their 
rule. Meanwhile, they forgot that they were 
once revolutionaries and at God’s mercy 
when their feet stepped onto the path of the 
Republican Palace. All of that was forgotten 
once assuming power, and they began issuing 
edicts as if they were immortal.

The winds are threatening to continue 
blowing these revolts even after their suc-
cesses. Without guarantees and laws of a 
constitutional court, their freshly appointed 
rulers will be doomed to their predecessors 
faults. The glow of greatness will consume 
them and their relatives, close friends, and 
cronies will be on the receiving end of the 
most prominent positions and rights to the 
nation’s assets. Such is the hegemonic tyranny 
that has paralyzed countries in the region 
and turned its inhabitants into followers and 
means to an end. At that very time, the ruling 
believes its own rhetoric, screaming, “these 
are my people, my country, my money, and my 
government! I am in charge of their allocation, 
and I am the divine power for these people 
who are my subjects.”

National responsibility is vested in jurists, 
academics, and scholars as they lead the way 
toward understanding the country’s mind 
and conscience. They must come together to 
defend, educate, and bring awareness. It is 
up to them to prevent their principles from 
becoming extinct rather than being with-
drawn and absent from action.

Formerly, it was the clergy who were tasked 
with facing dictators, revealing the corruption 
and erosion of greed and lies. Presently, the 
role is played by lawyers, university profes-
sors, journalists, writers, and bloggers. They 
are the ones who are left with the duty of 
presenting and protecting the nation’s con-
science and spirit. Because the parliaments 
and people’s councils are a reflection of their 
rulers, they transform and adapt with the 
regime’s interests. Therefore, parliaments are 
a reflected on their ruler. If the ruler is liberal, 
then the parliament enjoys the same freedom. 
If the ruler is a fascist, then his mad shadow 
is reflected on boards of parliament.

Protecting the constitution from tam-
pering and changing, and demanding its 
implementation and application is the 
responsibility of the enlightened elite of 
the people. Whoever remains quiet and 
helps to forge and breach the constitution 
is accountable for that. This is serious and 
uncompromising. We have seen its conse-
quences, and how it has starved millions 
of people,  squandered their dignity, and 
dashed the will and the wealth of the nation.

MARIAM AL SAAD

Revolutions reveal 
constitutional demands
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Draft: Legislative frameworks
I

n an attempt to shed light 
on some of the texts con-
tained within the Permanent 
Constitution of the State of 

Qatar, which may be disturbing the 
delicate balance between the public 
authorities in the country, I’ve dis-
cussed drafts of the political, finan-
cial, and legislative frameworks over 
the past few weeks. All three of the 
drafts could be studied and reviewed 
to achieve a fundamental principle 
affirmed by the Constitution, that 
“people are the source of authori-
ties”. Today, I will complete what I 
started last week on the legislative 
framework with a statement on its 
elements: 

I. The Permanent Constitution 
grants Shura Council members 
the right to propose laws, unlike 
the path taken on by the Amended 
Provisional Statute, which restricts 
the right to the Cabinet, giving it 
the sole right to propose laws. It is 
commendable that the Permanent 
Constitution has adopted this com-
mand because legislation is the very 
basis of the Parliament’s terms of 
references. Even so, Article (105) of 
the Constitution affirms the right 
of the Shura Council to impose a 
peculiar guardianship to the sugges-
tions made by members of the Shura 
Council! In fact, it places a condition 
on suggestions, making them refer-
able to the government for study. 
After that, they go to the Council 
in either the same session or the 
one that follows. This causes lengthy 
delays, drawing out the process of 
enacting legislation coming from the 
Shura Council. Therefore, I propose 
that this procedure is abolished. 
Executive authority should play a 
limited role on laws, such as their 
ratification, issuance, and publica-
tion in the Official Gazette.

II. The Qatari Constitution does 
not specify a certain period within 
which the executive authority must 
ratify and issue a law after it is ini-
tiated by the Shura Council. This 
is unlike many other constitutions, 
which specify that if a law has not 
been issued within a period of time 
such as thirty days, for example, it 
will be considered ratified, issued, 
and released. As such, I propose 
to add words specifying a certain 
period of time during which a law 
is issued after it the Shura Council 
lifts it to the emir. Otherwise, a pro-
posed law that is approved by the 
people through their representa-
tives in the Council would drown 
away in a sea of forgetfulness and 
amnesia. 

III. Article (106) of the 
Permanent Constitution grants the 

emir to stop a law that is drafted 
by the Shura Council even after a 
two-thirds majority of its members 
approve it.  That Article is very 
dangerous as it makes the Shura 
Council’s role on enacting legisla-
tion highly configurable and inef-
fective. What is the value of a law 
approved by the people through 
their representatives in parlia-
ment, reconfirmed again by a large 
majority represented by two thirds 
of the members of the Council, if 
the executive branch can stop it for 
out of necessity, without identify-
ing the reasons for its necessity. 
Additionally, the duration of time 
that the law is halted is indefinite, 
meaning that the law can be left off 
of the table to no avail.  Therefore, 
this text should be repealed entirely 
from the Constitution.

IV. Article (70) of the 
Constitution resolved the problem 
that arises when there is a need for 
the issuance of a law and the Shura 
Council is out of session. The solu-
tion provides the Emir, in excep-
tional circumstances that cannot 
be delayed as they are  intolerable 
to waiting for the reconvening of 
the Shura Council, to issue decrees 
with the force of law. Such decree-
laws are then to be presented to 
the Shura Council upon the first 
meeting of its reconvening, as the 
Council is the inherent jurisdic-
tion for enacting legislation. Article 
(70), while recognizing that the 
Shura Council has the jurisdiction 
that is essential to the enactment 
of laws, unfortunately weakens this 
role a reflected in several observa-
tions below: 

1) The Article does not provide 
for any penalty on such decrees 
if they are not presented to the 
Council or have deliberately failed 
to be presented in its first meet-
ing. That is, the decrees are not as 
though they were not presented by 
the government.

2) The Article contains a con-
dition that is difficult to achieve; 
majority of two-thirds in case the 
Council refuses these decree-law! 
The law is mainly either accepted 
or rejected by a simple majority 
of members present, so how come 
the Constitution requires a larger 
majority for a decree-law? It is as 
if decree-laws are given a greater 
force than laws, despite the consti-
tutional assertion that they both 
have the same force. This seems to 
be quite the contradiction! 

3) The Article assumes that 
if forty days pass from the day 
that decree-laws are presented 
to the Shura Counci, and if the 
Council does not express an opin-
ion on it, then it is considered 
tacitly approved. It is as though 
the Constitution follows different 
approaches in this matter to express 
opinions on decree-laws. If the opin-
ion of the Council agrees on what 
has been legitimized by the execu-
tive authority in its absence, than 
it can just be silent. Even a simple 
majority, or a majority of present 
members, is not practiced here 
in order to keep that legislation. 
Meanwhile, if the Council wants to 
reject the decree-law or request to 
modify it, the majority varies and 
become more severe; requiring a 
two-thirds majority of the members 
constituting the Council.

V. Article (104) of the Constitution 
grants the capacity to legislate in 
the absence of the Shura Council 
to the Emir with the help of the 
Council of Ministers. The period of 
dissolving the parliament in accord-
ance with this Article may drag on 
for up to six months and possibly 
longer. This needs to be reconsid-
ered so that if the parliament is 
dissolved, it is within the periods 
of the Council is out since it is sup-
posed to apply special provisions by 
way of decree-laws. Such legisla-
tion is supposed to be offered to the 
Shura Council at its first meeting 
after that is reconvened to provide 
its views. However, Article (104), 
unfortunately, takes the Council out 
of the equation, dissolving it from 
the scope of those provisions, and 
granting the entire jurisdiction to 
the executive branch.

In conclusion, it should be empha-
sized that the authority possesses 
the power to enact the law is the 
strongest authority. The country’s 
Constitution tries to distribute the 
jurisdiction of the enactment of leg-
islation between the Shura Council 
and the executive branch. However, 
one who studies those articles of the 
Constitution clearly sees the pre-
ponderance of the executive power, 
which is a breach of the principle of 
separation of powers - the relative 
balance between the most impor-
tant pillars. I must add that the 
absence of an elected parliament 
until now and the non-activation 
of the Constitutional Court grants 
the jurisdiction of the enactment of 
legislation as a whole, theoretically 
and practically, to the executive 
branch. In other words, the execu-
tive branch is given concentrated 
power in its entirety. 

DR HASSAN AL SAYED


